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The objectives for the choral program are to perform music with consistent superior performance qualities, to create
a community culture of exceptional character through creating strong leaders in the classroom and to foster a
lifelong love for music. Through participation in this program, students will develop many personal attributes, such
as independent musicianship and artistry, a strong and efficient work ethic, self-confidence, and integrity. By
participating in music, students will broaden their horizons socially, historically, and culturally. Each member will
achieve his or her own personal musical goals within a supportive, educational, and professional environment.

Music State Standards can be accessed at: www.ade.state.az.us/standards/arts.

Chorus Philosophies

1. Do the right thing because it is the right thing to do!
2. Leave your drama at the door.
3. You won’t know unless you try!
4. Communicate effectively to avoid conflict
5. Sing loud and proud!
6. Sing with confidence!
7. It’s okay if you make a mistake, we learn from our mistakes.

This document serves as a syllabus for the choral program. It outlines the rules, procedures, and expectations for our
choir room to foster a safe, positive, consistent, and supportive musical learning environment. This framework may
be altered as necessary.

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/arts


Classroom Policies, Procedures, and Rehearsal Etiquette

1. Students are expected to enter the rehearsal space in a quiet and orderly fashion.
2. Grab the daily materials from the back (highlighter, pencil, and music folder).
3. Place backpacks (if brought) against the wall next to the outside door.
4. Go to your assigned dot spot on the risers once you’ve received your supplies.
5. Check the board for directions and prepare as Mrs. Philpott takes attendance.
6. Students are expected to remain quiet, attentive, and actively participating in rehearsal.
7. Rehearsal will once Mrs. Philpott says so.

a. Mrs. Philpott will ensure students have adequate time to reach their next class
8. No running or horseplay is permitted once dismissed.
9. No food, drinks, or gum in the choir room (water is allowed).
10. Students will actively participate in daily choral activities!

Course Objectives

1. Perform music from a variety of genres (classical, folk, and pop).
2. Perform music using healthy vocal technique and correct singing posture.
3. Participate in a variety of on- and off- campus performances throughout the year.
4. Demonstrate individual and group learning techniques.
5. Develop a strong sense of reliability and responsibility.

Required Materials

Students are expected to have their chorus music, pencil, and highlighter for every rehearsal.

Grading Policy

This content pertains exclusively to middle school chorus. 4th-6th Chorus is an ungraded activity that occurs
exclusively on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:35-8:00am.

Our middle school chorus grading policy is consistent with Union Park. In order to determine these grades, students
are expected to attend and participate in rehearsals and complete work on time throughout the year. It is highly
recommended parents check grades often, as I update them regularly. Grades will be made up of these categories:

Academic Assessments

1. Sight Reading assessment: this is where the students will need to label the correct solfege pitch from the
music we are learning.

Participation

1. Daily Participation – 5 points per day
a. Missing pencil or music – loss of 1 point
b. Misbehavior or disruption of class – loss of 1 point per redirection

Performances

1. All performances are mandatory for ensemble members
a. Evening performances – 100 points
b. During-the-day performances – 50 points



Attendance

1. Calendar
a. All events will be posted in the choir/music room (225) and on Mrs. Philpott’s website calendar.

2. Concerts and Festivals
a. All students are required to attend concerts and festivals for their ensemble.
b. All events are posted on Mrs. Philpott’s website calendar and in the choir/music room (225).
c. Students are expected to arrive at the designated call time in the proper attire.
d. Students are required to attend the concert in its entirety.

3. Additional Rehearsals
a. The 4th-6th grade chorus will meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:35-8:00am.

Concerts

As this is a performance-based class, each ensemble (4th-6th and Middle School) will have at least one concert a semester
(every two quarters). The concert dates listed below are on our school calendar and on Mrs. Philpott’s website.

Union Park Choir Concert Dates

● Winter Choir Concert.....................Wednesday, December 8, 2020 @ 6:00PM at Union Park MPR
● Spring Choir Concert........................Tuesday, May 3, 2022 @ 6:00PM at Union Park MPR

Other Choir Event Dates

● Choir Pre-Assessment..................................................Tuesday, October 5, 2021 @ Boulder Creek
● Choir Post-Assessment...................................................Tuesday, March 8, 2022 @ Boulder Creek
● Honor Choir...........................................Wednesday, November 10, 2021 @ Sandra Day O'Connor

Please mark this on your calendars, as these dates will most likely not be changed. If such an event were to occur, notification
will be provided well in advance. Further concert details will be discussed during class as well as sent to the parents of choir
students through email. Proper notification will be provided in these cases. Parents, family, neighbors, and friends are highly
encouraged to attend our concerts, as the students have spent many weeks preparing to perform!

Each group is expected to arrive 30 minutes before the concert starts.

Attendance to each concert is mandatory and factors SIGNIFICANTLY in the quarter’s overall points. If a student
has a personal emergency and will conflict with our performances, please contact me directly as soon as possible!
Thank you!



Concert Attire

For each concert, students will be expected to wear their concert clothes which is..

● Our Union Park music polo
● Black pants or black jeans with no holes
● Black closed toe shoes with black socks

No allowed

● No high-heels or sandals
● No leggings
● No gym shoes, skate shoes
● No dresses or skirts

Long hair that hangs in the face or over the eyes must be combed, tied, or pinned back.

Teacher Contact

If you need to get in contact with me for any reason, please do not hesitate to reach out. I am here to help, and navigating the
first few years of choir can be overwhelming. For all choir-related questions, my extension is 55879; however, I am most
accessible via email at mellisa.philpott@dvusd.org. I send out informative emails regularly, so please check to make sure
that your email is updated at our school so you receive them!

I do my best to update my school website calendar whenever a new event is added, so please be sure to check there for any
immediate scheduling questions you might have.

Helping Our Program Grow

Donations

● Classroom Materials
○ Tissues, hand sanitizer, disinfectant, pencils, highlighters, binders and folders.

Conclusion

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your students this academic year! I look forward to working together to make
this school year as educationally and musically enriching for your student as possible.

I appreciate you taking the time to read the Union Park Choir Handbook. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me. As we are a team working together to achieve your student’s success, open
communication is extremely important!

Sincerely,
Mellisa Philpott
Choir and General Music Teacher
mellisa.philpott@dvusd.org
623-445-5800 ext. 55879
Union Park School

mailto:mellisa.philpott@dvusd.org

